What is CWAJ ?

Founded in 1949, the College
ANl Women's Association of Japan (CWAJ)
promotes education and cross-cultural
exchange through the CWAJ scholarships, the
annual CWAJ Print Show and other programs that
benefit the community. CWAJ is a volunteer,
nonprofit organization with 390 members from 28
countries. CWAJ's highly regarded Scholarship
Program provides scholarships for Japanese
women to study abroad, non-Japanese women to
study in Japan, and Japanese visually impaired men
and women to study in Japan or abroad. The
Education Programs provide educational and
cultural opportunities for the community through
English language and cross-cultural programs for
the visually impaired, underprivileged children, and
foreign students. CWAJ's multicultural members
work closely together to bring these programs to
the community.
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What is VVI ?

Volunteers for the Visually Impaired (VVI)
supports a variety of activities in English aimed at
encouraging education, cross-cultural exchange
and friendship with the visually impaired
community. Established in 1975, VVI has pioneered
programs that respond to the needs of visually
impaired students and adults. VVI's objective is to
broaden opportunities through its English
language programs and also through special
projects, such as
producing  Guri
and Gura, Japan's
first English Braille
picture book with
raised images.

Tsukuba Mock interview
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Tea ceremony at ECG

Current Programs

At the Japan Vocational Development Center for
the Blind and Low Vision (JVDCB), CWAJ volunteers
conduct English conversation classes on Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 1:00 pm to 2:30 pm to help
visually impaired adults improve their employment
opportunities. Both classes have ten students at
maximum, providing the right setting for students to
receive personalized attention. In exchange for CWA)J
volunteers' lessons, the JVDCB generously donates to
CWAJ Scholarship and Education programs.

The English Conversation Gathering (ECG) is a
social get-together held about three times a year to
provide visually impaired people with the opportunity
to enjoy English conversation through interesting
cross-cultural programs.

In the Tsukuba Mock Interview Program, VVI
cooperates with the High School at the Special Needs
Education School for the Visually Impaired, University
of Tsukuba to help students prepare for the EIKEN
English Proficiency Tests. These practice sessions are
done twicea year Also English Conversation
Partners (ECP), a one-on-one English conversation
program between native English-speaking CWAJ
volunteers and interested students, was started in
2022. The sessions are held online, which allows a lot
of flexibility for volunteers and students to schedule a
“talk time" at their personal convenience.

The VVI Newsletter, distributed in Brailleand
electronic format three times a year in Japanese,
includes pertinent information about CWAJ/VVI
programs and cross-cultural topics as well as essays
from the visually impaired.

VVI also collaborates with other CWAJ programs that
benefit the visually impaired. Scholarship for the
Visually Impaired (SVI) offers a one-year scholarship
to visually impaired male and female students.
Hands-on Art takes place at the annual CWAJ Print
Show, where the visually impaired can enjoy tactile
prints chosen from the Show.
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Hands-on Art at Print Show

For Information, Contact /HBRIWLW&ht

E-mail: VolunteersVI@cwaj.org
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